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We obtain a spectral description of the weak*-closure of the unitary orbit of a self-adjoint operator in a factor, and

we contrast it with known results describing other closures. Perhaps most interesting is a “noncommutative Lyapunov

phenomenon”: the type I (atomic) case turns out to be qualitatively different from types II and III, in which the closed

orbit is always convex. This is joint work with Chuck Akemann. (Received February 10, 2018)
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