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Two methods for finding the center and radius of a circular starting line of a racetrack in an ancient Greek stadium

are presented and compared. The first is a method employed by the archaeologists who surveyed the starting line and

the second is a least-squares method leading to a maximum-likelihood circle. A knowledge of the center and radius of

the starting line is useful for determining units of length and angle used by the ancient Greeks, in addition to providing

information on how ancient racetracks were laid out. (Received January 24, 2018)
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