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Work of Buff-Epstein-Koch suggests a connection between the boundedness of a collection of PCF maps in moduli space

and the existence of a spectral gap for the corresponding collection of Thurston pullback maps. I will discuss this question

in the example of the family of quadratic rational maps satisfying the critical relation f 2(c1) = c2. In this family, there is

a sequence of PCF maps which are unbounded in moduli space, but which have a spectral gap for the Thurston pullback

maps. (Received February 07, 2017)
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