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Product rigidity for von Neumann algebras arising from hyperbolic groups.

Two groups I' and A are called W*-equivalent if they give rise to isomorphic von Neumann algebras. 1 will show that
whenever I'1,I'y, ..., ', are icc hyperbolic groups and A is an arbitrary group such that I'y x I'y x - - - x I, is W*-equivalent
to A it follows that A = Ay x Ay x -+ x A, and, up to amplifications, I'; is W*-equivalent to A;, for all 7. This strengthens
some results of N. Ozawa and S. Popa from 2003. The talk based on a joint work with Rolando de Santiago and Thomas
Sinclair. (Received January 29, 2016)



