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Let BX be the open unit ball of a complex Banach space X. Denote by H∞(BX) the Banach algebra of bounded analytic

functions f : BX → C, endowed with the sup-norm. Our interest is in the maximal ideal spaceM(H∞(BX)) :≡

{ϕ : H∞(BX)→ C | ϕ is a (non− trivial, continuous) homomorphism}.

After reviewing the classical situation (when X = C so that H∞(BC) is just the standard H∞), we will discuss properties

of the natural fibering π :M(H∞(BX))→ BX∗∗ . We will examine fibers π−1(z) for points z ∈ BX∗∗ , and we will specialize

to two cases: X = c0 and X = C2, where some intriguing basic questions have arisen.
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