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Some recently published metrological tables from the second half of the third millennium indicate a systematic exploration

of linkages between length and area metrologies. The extension into small units was something the prevailing metrological

systems were particularly ill-equipped to handle. The response was a development of sexagesimally-based sub-units. In

this paper we argue that these sexagesimal explorations indicate a stage in the development of sexagesimal numeration

towards a fractional and, ultimately, place-value system. (Received January 17, 2015)
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