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The étale property for commutative algebra asserts that ring homomorphisms to square–zero extensions lift. We show that

a similar result obtains for certain simple differential rings, although the requirement is more stringent than differentially

simple, and we show by example that not all Picard–Vessiot rings have this “‘differential étale” property. The requirement

is met, however, for Picard–Vessiot rings of Picard–Vessiot closures. (Received February 05, 2014)
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