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Whittaker modules have been well-studied in the context of complex semisimple finite-dimensional Lie algebras and

more recently in several other settings including the Virasoro algebra. In the semisimple finite-dimensional case, several

authors have studied a category of modules that includes both Whittaker modules and weight modules. In this talk, I

will discuss ongoing work with E. Wiesner aimed at understanding an analogous category for the Virasoro algebra. I

will describe some of the main results known thus far as well as how these results relate to various classical and recent

results. (Received August 06, 2010)
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