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We provide a negative solution to a conjecture of Downey by exhibiting an elementary difference between the d.c.e. (or

2-c.e.) degrees and the 3-c.e. degrees. More specifically, we show the following to hold in the former but not the latter

structure: If u is a nonzero degree then there is at most one degree v strictly between 0 and u such that any degree ≤ u

is comparable with v. (Received August 20, 2004)
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